
March 15, 2007
The Honorable Debbie Stabenow

The Honorable Larry Craig

U.S. Senate





      U.S. Senate
133 Hart Building




      520 Hart Building
Washington, DC  20510



      Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators:

The Specialty Crop Farm Bill Alliance, comprised of over 90 organizations representing a broad cross-section of the specialty crop industry, announces its support for the Specialty Crop Competition Act of 2007.  We believe this legislation is a major step for an industry that represents nearly half of all crop revenues and deserves full consideration as part of the 2007 Farm Bill reauthorization.
When the first Farm Bill was written, most Americans familiarity with specialty crops was limited to plants grown in their backyard gardens.  Over the past 50 years, the industry has evolved into a highly sophisticated farm to finished product business.  The specialty crop industry has largely avoided direct, financial support in the past and will continue this course into the future.  In addition, specialty crops play a key role in our government’s efforts to prevent disease, reduce obesity, and improve the wellness of our citizens.  Given the multitude of challenges now bearing down on this industry it is imperative that federal farm policy fully address the many issues of importance to specialty crops growers so that the needs of all American agriculture are met equitably.

Due to the diverse nature of our industry, many of these challenges span the market spectrum from the fields to foreign markets.  Changing consumer demographics, preferences for year-round supply, heightened interest in healthy eating and intense international competition apply strong marketplace forces while specialty crop growers must battle on the farm against emerging plant pests, soaring energy prices and urban encroachment.  
We believe that this legislation is written to promote a prosperous domestic industry for future generations of growers and consumers.  As such, we are prepared to work with you and your colleagues in the United States Congress to advance this essential legislation.  We believe that with the backing of this industry, the 2007 Farm Bill will have wider appeal and receive deeper support in Congressional districts all across the country.

We applaud your commitment to American agriculture and we are eager to help move this legislation forward.
Respectfully,
	Alabama Watermelon Association

	American Mushroom Institute 

	American Nursery and Landscape Association

	Arizona Winegrowers Association

	Blue Diamond Growers

	Buy California Marketing Agreement

	California Association of Wine Grape Growers

	California Association of Nurseries & Garden Centers

	California Citrus Mutual

	California Fresh Fig Growers Association

	California Grape and Tree Fruit League

	California Strawberry Commission

	California Table Grape Commission

	California Tree Fruit Agreement

	California-Arizona Watermelon Association

	Cherry Marketing Institute

	Colorado Potato Administrative Committee

	Colorado Wine Industry Development Board 

	Connecticut Farm Wine Development Council

	Connecticut Vineyard & Winery Association

	Empire State Potato Growers

	Florida Citrus Mutual

	Florida Citrus Packers

	Florida Fruit and Vegetable Association

	Florida Strawberry Growers Association

	Florida Tomato Exchange

	Florida Watermelon Association

	Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association

	Georgia Watermelon Association

	Grower-Shipper Association of Central California

	Idaho Grape Growers and Wine Producers 
Commission

	Idaho Grower Shippers Association

	Idaho Potato Commission

	Indian River Citrus League

	Indiana-Illinois Watermelon Association

	Leafy Greens Council

	Maine Potato Board

	Maryland-Delaware Watermelon Association

	Maryland Wineries Association

	Miami-Dade County 

	Minnesota Area II Potato Growers Research

And Promotion Council

	          Minnesota Grape Growers Association

	          Missouri Wine & Grape Board

	          Missouri-Arkansas Watermelon Association

	           National Berry Crop Initiative

	           National Grape Cooperative Association

	           National Grape and Wine Initiative

	National Onion Association

	National Potato Council

	National Watermelon Association

	New England Vegetable and Berry Growers

	New Mexico Wine Growers Association

	New York Wine & Grape Foundation

	North American Blueberry Council

	North American Bramble Growers Association

	North American Strawberry Growers Association

	North Carolina Grape & Wine Council

	North Carolina Potato Association

	North Carolina Strawberry Association

	North Carolina Watermelon Association

	Northern Kentucky Vintners & Grape Growers 
Association

	Northern Plains Potato Growers Association 

	Northwest Horticultural Council

	           Ocean Spray Cranberries, Inc.

	Ohio Wine Producers Association

	Oklahoma Grape Growers & Wine Makers Association

	Oregon Potato Commission

	Oregon Raspberry & Blackberry Commission

	Oregon Strawberry Commission

	Oregon Winegrowers Association

	Peace River Valley Citrus Growers Association

	Peerbolt Crop Management

	Produce Marketing Association

	Rocky Mountain Association of Vintners & Viticulturists

	Society of American Florists

	South Carolina Watermelon Association

	Sunkist Growers, Incorporated

	Tennessee Farm Winegrowers Association

	Texas Citrus Mutual

	Texas Produce Association

	Texas-Oklahoma Watermelon Association

	Texas Vegetable Association 


	Texas Wine & Grape Growers Association 

	U.S. Apple Association 

	United Fresh Produce Association

	Virginia Wineries Association

	Washington Association of Wine Grape Growers                                                

	Washington Red Raspberry Commission        

	Washington Apple Commission

	Washington State Potato Commission

	Welch’s

	Western Growers

	           Western Pistachio Association

	           Wild Blueberry Commission

	           WineAmerica

	           Wine Institute

	           Winegrape Growers of America

	Winegrowers Association of Georgia

	WineMichigan

	Wine Producers Commission

	Wyoming Grape & Wine Association
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